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Handy, authoritative, and easy-to-read, this field guide to the insects of North America is part of the

growing National Geographic Pocket Guide series. This guide provides spot-on descriptive

information, authoritative photography and illustrations, and key facts in a handy, easy-to-reference

volume. This book includes selected photography and newly commissioned art and graphics to help

identify each species. Beautifully designed and illustrated, with logical organization and bulleted

information, these pocket guides are useful in the field or as an in-home reference.
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This is a decent pocket guide, however, it's not clear to me which audience it's trying to address. It

claims to include the most common 160 insects in US and Canada, but a lot of insects you observe

daily are not in it. When you try to include butterflies, spiders, dragonflies, and all kinds of other

insects, you end up sampling each group. There are a handful of butterflies, a couple of dragonflies,

a few of that, and a few of this; you get the idea. What's covered in the guide is covered well with

good pictures and sufficient information. If your intention is to keep a pocket guide around to learn

about some of the insects you see, this book might accomplish that.
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